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he is now under, and then I shall be sure of the honour to
pass some winters at your Lordship's levee, though not
with equal satisfaction as In the former case. I 'am, with
the greatest respect, my Lord,

Your Lordship's most obedient, most obliged, and most
humble servant,                                            J. SwiFT.

LXXIIL [Nichols.}

SWIFT TO THE EARL OF PEMBROKE

[December, 1709.*]

LORD,

IT is now a good while since I resolved to take some
occasions of congratulating with your Lordship, and con-
doling with the public, upon your Lordship's leaving the
Admiralty;2 and I thought I could never choose a tetter
time, than when I am In the country with my Lord Bishop
of Clogher, and his brother the Doctor; 3 for we pretend to
a triumvirate of as humble servants and true admirers of
your Lordship, as any you have In both islands. You may
call them a triumvirate; for, If you please to try-urn, they
will vie with the best, and are of the first rate, though they
are not men-of-war, but men of the Church. To say the
truth, it was a pity your Lordship should be confined to
the Fleet, when you are not In debt Though your Lordship
Is cast away, you are not sunk; nor ever will be, since
nothing Is out of your Lordship's depth. Dr. Ashe says, it

1  As has been mentioned (supra, p. 171, n. i), Swift set ^out on
1 8 November from Laracor to pay a visit to Bishop Ashe at his epis-
copal residence, which was situated at Clogher in the county of
Tyrone.   He arrived there four days later, and remained the Bishop3s
guest until 19 December, when lie returned to Laracor.   It is evident
from the contents that this letter was written by Swift while on this
visit  In connection with his journey to Clogher it is curious to note
that portion of tlie journey from Virginia to Cavan, a distance of some
fifteen miles, was performed on a Sunday. At both of those places
Swift stayed at an inn.

2  Lord Orford was appointed on 8 November as Lord High Admiral
in Lord Pembroke's room (supra, p. 127, n. i).

3  In a notice of Bishop Ashe's brother, Dr. Dillon Ashe, reference
has been already made to his fondness for puns (supra, p. 42, n. 2)
and there has also been allusion to Lord Pembroke's encouragement
of that practice (supra, p. 70, n. 2),  See further in Appendix II.

I                                            Ny this letter was written.e had become Provost of Trinity College, and three years
